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18,000 per annum, including women and children.
As a rule, the lesser criminals are sent to settle-
ments in Western Siberia, nihilists and murderers
to Kara, and Saghalien, some of the former even as
far as Yakoutsk, which is said to bo the hottest
place in summer, and coldest in winter, in the world.
From Kara there is no escape. Few ever try to get
away, for the uninhabited regions on the northa and
desert of Gobi on the south, effectually cut off all
chances of escape, while east and west a pinsoner
stands the chance of being shot down by the Bouri-
ates and other wandering tribes, a reward of three
roubles a head, living or dead, being offered by Gov-
ernment for runaways. On the whole, there is no
doubt that the Russian Government treats its
prisoners far better than we in England are inclined
to give it credit for. Even nihilists are faiiiy well
treated, though, of course, the majority of them are
educated men, and feel their captivity far more
keenly than the hardened, low-born criminals.

As for the latter, they have no complaint
whatever to make as to food and clothing; each
man has two pounds of black bread, three-
quarters of a pound of meat, and a small allow-
ance of quass daily. This, it must be remembered,
is what Government actually allows him. He
may make what he can on the road iri addition
to this, by soliciting alms from travellers and
caravans. The prison-gates present a curious
sight of an evening, half an hour before the arrival
of a convoy. It is a miniature market, where
huge baskets of berries; jam, kalachi or rolls,
qaass, new milk, are spread out in tempting